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tion of Bible truth alone. The MEGIDDO 
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@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
@ Revea! to you how to develop a char- 
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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies .20 
History 40 


A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 


@ It reveals Biblical evidence concerning 
the second coming of Jesus and the estab- 
lishment of His Kingdom. 


@ It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus. 


@ It contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist. 


@ It reveals the great moral reforma- 
tion that will follow his appearing. 


@ This booklet describes concisely the 
Battle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 


Send for your copy today. 
64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies .50 


Single copies .10 


This booklet, The Coming of Jesus 
and Elijah and the Great Battle of 


Armageddon has recently been _ trans- 
lated into the Polish language. 

I is calsianoihl ltnaantsalicictns .20 
PROD PRE GRIN oa ssssscccescsccecesesasoss $2.00 





A TREATISE 
ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
Holy Spirit? 

Have you been disappointed by pretend- 
ers who falsely claimed apostolic power? 

Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 

Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 


It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 
When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 

When was it withheld? 
Why was it withheld? 
When shall it be restored? 


Send for your copy today. 
60 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 











Thanks for “Choice Literature” 
Dear Friends in Christ: 

I want to thank you for the November 2 
Mecippo MESSAGE which came today. I 
thank God and you that through your ad- 
vertisement I fell heir to these choice pieces 
of literature. 

Silver Spring, Md. 

J. C. E. 


Rejoicing of Once “Poor Sheep” 


Dear Megiddo Friends: 

We were poor sheep for so long a time, 
without a shepherd to teach us this wonder- 
ful truth which makes us free. 

We learn so much through the Bible Les- 
sons and the MEGIDDO MESSAGE which are 
able to bring the most happiness. 

St. Charles, Ont. 

CG. as 


Enthusiasm Unparalleled —Why? 


Dear Ones All: 

This present flu epidemic is bad but 
there are many ailments which are much 
worse, and just think of a day when the 
inhabitant shall no more say, “I am sick.” 
And to think, it could be so near its ful- 
fillment! It looks like a long time back to 
Abraham’s day, and I suppose it must have 
looked like a long time for Abraham to 
look down to the day in which he rejoiced. 
But here we are with all this knowledge in 
our possession, and standing right upon the 
threshold of that great day! 

Surely it should arouse us to an enthusi- 
asm unparalleled by any other age to be 
able to say with Paul, “I have fought a 
good fight. I have finished my course. I have 
kept the faith.” 

Sherburne, N. Y. 

H. Ss. 


Publishing the Good News of the 
Kingdom 


Dear Brethren: 

We are pressing on, holding meetings at 
homes in the evenings and visiting homes 
in our missionary work during the day. I 
must say that we have enjoyed every min- 
ute of our journey together, meeting and 
talking with people in restaurants, at mo- 
te.s, and on the street. 

Rome, Ga. 


The Travelers (J.H.M. & B.W.S.). 


The runner who looks over his shoulder 
to see whether his rival is gaining on him, 
is pretty sure to lose the race. Keep your 
eye on the goal. The backward look means 
lost time. The things behind you do not 
matter. All that concerns you is on ahead. 
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The Trumpet of the Lord vs. Slumber Songs 


of the voice of God as spoken through the medium 

of the prophets, Jesus and the apostles, and recorded 
for us in the Bible. There is nothing vacillating or uncer- 
tain about this voice. The Word of God to us is not “yea 
and nay,” but “yea” and “Amen,” said the apostle Paul. 
Again: “If the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who 
shall prepare himself to the battle?” (I Cor. 14:8). If 
the prophets spoke one way, the apostles another, and 
Jesus Himself still another, one could not know what to 
believe. But they all speak the same, and with authority. 
God’s Word is a trumpet: it speaks clearly, distinctly, 
commandingly, leaving no room for doubt. The Bible is 
not a Book that asks of us a cowardly defense, but it 
speaks plainly and with undisputed authority. 

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, 
and show my people their transgression, and the house 
of Jacob their sins,” was the Lord’s command to the 
astute Isaiah (58:1), and it is the right course for us to 
take today. If sin is to be corrected, it must first be rec- 
ognized. Recognition of our individual failings is difficult, 
for “every way of a man is right in his own eyes” (Prov. 
21:2). Therefore the Almighty foreknew that drastic 
measures would be necessary to reveal to man the error 
of his ways. The facts could not be merely hinted, or 
tacitly implied. They must be sounded in the ears of the 
transgressor as the blast of a trumpet. 

Christ gave many practical demonstrations of how the 
trumpet of the Lord should be used. One example is re- 
corded in Luke 13. “There were present at that season 
some that told him of the Galileans, whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus answering 
said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galileans were 
sinners above all the Galileans, because they suffered such 
things? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish. Or those eighteen, upon whom the 
tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they 
were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? I 
tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.” Evidently the conversation had focused upon 
the atrocious crimes and resulting judgments upon two 
certain bad groups of men. But Jesus shifted the focal 
point with His characteristic swiftness and, speaking 
with trumpet-like clarity, said, “Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish.” When our Lord uttered that 
hard saying no one present thought it resembled a flute- 
like warble; it was then, as it remains today, an unequiv- 
ocal trumpet call. 

Jesus’ teachings did not appeal to the masses. They 
were “astonished at His doctrine, for He taught them as 
one having authority, and not as the scribes.” 


[or trumpet is a fitting symbol for the ringing call 


Hearing the Facts Often Hurts 


In the world of economics today, according to the old 
standards, credit buying and the assuming of debt, both 
public and private, has gotten out of hand. A few of the 
old school economists speak out with vigor against the 


unsound practices of the merchandisers of today, yet the 
rank and file of the people give no serious thought to it 
or even care to hear the facts. One writer said of the 
apathetic public: “Their favorite music consists of slum- 
ber songs, and when ‘the dawn comes up like thunder,’ 
their dreams are rudely interrupted by the inexorable 
demands of a new day which they are unprepared to 
meet.” 

This same indifference plagues people in matters of 
religion. The trumpet of the Lord sounds forth forceful 
and direct. It demands a thorough cleansing of the heart 
and soul. It pictures a narrow, difficult way leading to 
life, with comparatively few travelers. The trumpet of 
the Lord declares: ‘“‘Wash you, make you clean; put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to 
do evil; learn to do well.” “O Jerusalem, wash thine heart 
from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. How long 
shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee?” “The flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so 
that ye cannot do the things that ye would” (Isa. 1: 16; 
Jer. 4: 14; Gal. 5:17). The trumpet of the Lord demands 
that we work out our own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling. Such a program is too strenuous to appeal to the 
average person, hence the majority prefer the painless 
and easy way to salvation prescribed by a large segment 
of the religious world, salvation through substitution. 
Typical of this belief are the lines of the old familiar 
hymn: 

“Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 


Sin had left a crimson stain: 
He washed it white as snow.” 


With such “slumber songs” sounding soothingly in 
their ears they are kept in such a stupor that they give 
no thought to the demands of the new day which will 
dawn at Christ’s coming, and when that day arrives they 
will be totally unprepared to meet its demands. 


Few Today Will Listen to the Trumpet Call 


The divine forecast for these last days is that few 
will listen to the piercing call of the trumpet of the Lord. 
Noah, the preacher of righteousness and builder of the 
ark, spent many years preaching to the antediluvian 
world, warning them of the flood that was to inundate 
that portion of the globe. Yet they were not prepared for 
that drastic change when it arrived. They persisted in 
listening to the slumber songs of Noah’s critics, surren- 
dering to the easy approach that as things were so they 
would remain, and no flood was coming. 

And at the present time, in fulfillment of Peter’s proph- 
ecy, the masses of mankind are saying: “Where is the 
promise of his [the Lord’s] coming? for since the fathers 
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the be- 
ginning of the creation” (II Pet. 3:4). Jesus knew that 
only few would be listening to the call at the time of His 
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second coming. He asked: “Nevertheless, when the Son 
of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” He said 
again: “As it was in the days of Noe, ... as it was in the 
days of Lot, even thus shall it be in the day when the 
Son of man is revealed” (Luke 18: 8; 17: 26, 28, 30). The 
sound of the trumpet of the Lord was not popular then, 
and it is not popular now. Again Jesus said: “Watch ye 
therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, 
and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke 21: 36). Yet 
people in general do not give the future a serious thought. 


The Trumpet Calls Especially to the World of Believers 


During the days of the patriarchs the trumpet began 
sounding. Adam was the first man to hear the trumpet. 
He was called from the darkness and superstition of that 
“world of the ancients” into the service of the Eternal. 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and others listened to the 
sound of the Lord’s trumpet. These early servants of God 
also were exposed to the drugging effects of the slumber 
songs. The world of the ungodly in Noah’s time kept 
singing the slumber song: “There will be no flood. God 
will not destroy that which He has created with His own 
hands.” The slumber song had taken such an effect in the 
wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah that when Lot, 
upon being informed by the angel of the impending de- 
struction, pleaded with his sons-in-law to escape from 
the doomed city, his words seemed to them like idle tales. 

During succeeding centuries the trumpet was sounded 
persistently by the prophets, Jesus and the apostles, but 
the listeners were always few and those who were alerted 
to action were still fewer. After the close of the Apostolic 
Age the trumpet continued to sound, but with ever 
diminishing volume, until during the seventh century, it 
was completely silenced. No one would listen. Then fol- 
lowed the long dark night of the Apostasy when not a 
man on earth possessed a knowledge of the saving truth; 
all mankind were turned away from the truth to fables 
(II Tim. 4:3, 4). In Matthew 25 Jesus foretold this 
night of darkness by a parable of ten virgins going out to 
meet the bridegroom: while He tarried they all slumbered 
and slept, foreshowing that during this time none 
would listen to the trumpet of the Lord. The slumber 
songs were so effective that all mankind were lulled into 
an all-pervading stupor. 

But Jesus also foretold an awakening. At “midnight” 
a cry would be sounded, apprising the sleepers of the de- 
mands of the approaching day: “Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh, go ye out to meet him.” At this point the trumpet 
of the Lord began sounding again and it is sounding 
today. But as in all ages the masses prefer the slumber 
songs. Parallel to their demand in Isaiah’s day, they “say 
to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not 
unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, proph- 
esy deceits.”” Regardless of this desire of the majority to 
be deluded, all alert life-seekers are determined to know 
the true facts about themselves; they are straining their 
ears to catch the commanding voice of the Lord’s trumpet. 


The Two Songs Contrasted 


The trumpet of the Lord commands: “Cease from an- 
ger, and forsake wrath” (Ps. 37:8). “Let all bitterness, 


and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be 
put away from you, with all malice” (Eph. 4:31). The 
suave voice of the slumber song singer says: “Why make 
yourself so much trouble? Do not let anyone make you 
believe that you will be condemned at Judgment Day 
merely because you occasionally lose your temper. Why, 
they say, a man who could not get good and angry when 
occasion seems to demand it lacks individuality. Some 
situations are so provoking that even an angel would 
lose his temper.” 

Again, the trumpet of the Lord demands that we speak 
the truth every man to his neighbor. “Lie not one to an- 
other, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his 
deeds” (Col. 3:9). The slumber song says, No, God will 
never condemn you because you stretch the facts a little 
now and then. No story is worth repeating unless colored 
a little to show individual preference. And if you are a 
merchant you almost have to boost your merchandise to 
stay in business. Of course you should refrain from tell- 
ing any real black lies. 

The trumpet of the Lord speaks out plainly on speech 
control, warns against indiscriminate use of the tongue. 
“Jesting,” “foolish talking,” are listed among the evils 
that will “bring down the wrath of God upon the children 
of disobedience.” The command is: “Let your speech be 
always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know 
how ye ought to answer every man” (Col. 4:6). But the 
slumber song says: Your tongue is your own, just use it 
in any way that appeals to you. If you are clever enough 
to employ quips that will amuse your listeners, why not 
do it. 

Gossip is a type of misbehavior indulged in by many 
people. The slumber song excuses it as a harmless form 
of entertainment. The Word of God condemns it unre- 
servedly as talebearing. “Thou shalt not go up and down 
as a talebearer among thy people” (Lev. 19:16). The 
slumber song permits one to hate his brother in his heart 
so long as he doesn’t do anything to harm him openly, and 
professing Christians may carry a grudge against some- 
one during most of their lives without ever being once 
told that such hatred is “murder” in God’s sight. But the 
trumpet of the Lord says, “Whosoever hateth his brother 
is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eter- 
nal life abiding in him” (I John 3:15). 

We should not deceive ourselves by believing that to 
resist the sound of the slumber song is easy, for it is not. 
The voice condoning any type of behavior that we may 
choose for ourselves is right within us. “Every way of 
man is right in his own eyes” (Prov. 21:2). Hence, 
super-clear perception is needed to see our ways as God 
sees them. Self-justification is as natural as to breathe. 
Self-condemnation is a virtue that must be acquired, and 
at great cost in humility and self-effacement. 

In the fable of the Mariners and the Siren Island, the 
voice of the sirens was so intriguing that it was next to 
impossible for the mariners to sail past without landing 
on the island. Once landed these fabulous creatures would 
cause their destruction. One sea captain, determined to 
sail past, plugged the sailors’ ears with cotton batting, 
then tied himself to the mast. In that way he got past the 
island. So to make ourselves safe from the beguiling 
sound of the slumber song we may have to plug our ears 
with batting and lash ourselves to the mast. But what- 
ever the process, the end will more than justify the means. 
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Ezekiel, the Master Trumpeter 


Now let us turn to Ezekiel 33 and hear the sound of 
the trumpet of the Lord in place of the slumber songs 
that lull into a deceitful slumber. “Again the word of the 
Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, speak to the 
children of thy people, and say unto them, When I bring 
the sword upon a land, if the people of the land take a 
man of their coasts, and set him for their watchman: if 
when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow 
the trumpet, and warn the people; then whosoever hear- 
eth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if 
the sword come, and take him away, his blood shall be 
upon his own head” (vs. 1—4). We all have to be watch- 
men. No one is excused. We all have to be watchmen to 
warn each other. We have heard the trumpet blown many 
times, and if we do not take warning, our blood shall be 
upon our own head. 

The prophet then continues to speak in reference to the 
man who has been warned: “He heard the sound of the 
trumpet, and took not warning; his blood shall be upon 
him. But he that taketh warning shall deliver his soul” 
(v. 5). If only we will listen to the trumpet, a trumpet 
that does not give an uncertain sound, and take warning, 
we shall save our lives. “But if the watchman see the 
sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be 
not warned; if the sword come, and take any person 
from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity, but 
his blood will I require at the watchman’s hand.” Two 
will be found guilty; the watchman who failed to blow the 
trumpet, and the wicked who failed to turn from his 
wicked way. We have all to warn ourselves first, blow the 
trumpet to ourselves and then warn others, not sing 
slumber songs. We cannot say as do the worldlings, Go 
along and do as you please. You are not so bad. 

Ezekiel now receives a special assignment from the 
Eternal: “So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watch- 
man unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear 
the word at my mouth, and warn them from me. When 
I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely 
die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his 
way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his 
blood will I require at thy hand. Nevertheless, if thou 
warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not 
turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou 
hast delivered thy soul” (vs. 7—9). If you give the warn- 
ing, sound the alarm, “cry aloud and spare not,” then 
you have delivered your soul. 

In the following verse we are given another version of 
the slumber song, defeatism. Notice what the people said 
to Ezekiel in that day: “If our transgressions and our 
sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how should 
we then live?” People who say this surrender to the de- 
featist’s doleful lament: “I can’t.” They lack will power 
without which the best man is no better than a jelly fish. 
They say, We cannot get rid of sin and iniquity, so we 
might as well not try. We cannot cease getting angry; 
we cannot put away dishonesty; we cannot live a clean 
moral life, we are powerless to control our thoughts and 
emotions. “If our transgressions and our sins be upon us 
and we pine away in them, how should we then live?” 
My, that is the cry of the sluggard, not the cry of a true 
soldier, never! A true soldier has courage, is on watch 
and guard, and always lives as God directs. 


The Trumpet Call at Christ’s Coming 


During all the years prior to the second coming of 
Christ the trumpet of the Lord has sounded only to the 
few striving to become a part of His Bride or Church. 
No others would listen. After Christ returns the situation 
will be reversed: He then will call to all mankind. God is 
silent now, has been silent for some nineteen hundred 
years. During all these years no man has heard one word 
from God, no one has seen an angel or witnessed a single 
miracle such as Jesus performed. We have not seen the 
dead raised, the eyes of the blind opened, or the ampu- 
tated limb restored, and no judgments have been visited 
on ungodly men and nations. But at Christ’s second com- 
ing that silence will be broken; the trumpet will be heard 
the world over. Paul said: “For the Lord himself shall de- 
scend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God” (I Thess. 4: 16). 
Then the proclamation of Isaiah 18:3 will go forth: “All 
ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, 
see ye, when he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; 
and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye.” And Rev. 14: 
7 reveals the nature of that trumpet’s demands: “Fear 
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment 
is come.” 

During all the years that God has worked with man- 
kind up to Christ’s second coming men have been allowed 
their free moral agency, complete choice of action. They 
could listen to and obey the sound of the trumpet or they 
could refuse to listen. There was no coercion. But now 
the tables are to turn. No longer can men stoutly refuse 
to listen to the voice of God without suffering the con- 
sequences. In Isaiah 26 we are given the “before” and 
“after” picture of the condition of the world. Before, 
“Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see”; 
after, “but they shall see; and be ashamed for their envy 
at the people, .. . for when thy judgments are in the 
earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteous- 
ness” (Isa. 26:11, 9). Isaiah 60: 12 projects the ultima- 
tum: “For the nation and the kingdom that will not serve 
thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly 
wasted.” 

There is a question we should ask ourselves daily, and 
it is a serious question: “Will I be ready when I stand 
before the judgment seat of Christ? Will I listen to the 
sound of the trumpet of the Lord, no longer listen to the 
slumber songs? Will I forsake all sin and folly, forsake 
the world and all worldliness, and be ready to hear those 
glad words: “Welcome, come in”? 





cAnnouncement 


Wondering how to reply to your friends’ Xmas cards? 
Send them a folder of reasons giving Biblical and historical 
evidence why you celebrate the birth of Christ in the Spring. 


Send your request to the publisher. 


They're free! 
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Earth’s Destiny — 


Will Sputnik or any Invention of Science Ever Destroy This Earth? 


REQUENTLY someone sets a date when the world is 

to come to an end; but such predictions run counter 
to the Word of God. Too often these forecasts have been 
tied in with the prophecy of Jesus’ personal return to 
earth, and the failure of the former prediction brings re- 
proach upon the latter. The Bible plainly teaches that 
Christ will return, but it does not teach His coming will 
usher in the end of the physical earth. “One generation 
passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the 
earth abideth for ever” (Eccl. 1: 4). 

We all should agree that the world could not have 
sprung into existence by chance; there must have been a 
Designer and Creator. If we believe the Bible we must 
credit the work of design and creating to the Almighty. 
Through the prophet Isaiah He declares emphatically 
(45: 12), “I have made the earth, and created man upon 
it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens... .” 
But what could seem more out of harmony with the work- 
ings of Superior Intelligence and Infinite Wisdom than 
to create an island in space as beautiful and suitable to 
habitation as the earth, with the avowed design sooner or 
later to destroy it completely? 

What is God’s plan? We will let Him state it: “But as 
truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory 
of the Lord” (Num. 14:21). We cannot believe God 
would design to fill the earth with His glory and then 
turn around and destroy it. Jesus said, “Blessed are the 
meek, for they shall inherit the earth’ (Matt. 5:5). 
Would God have made this promise and then allow the 
earth to be destroyed before ever the righteous have a 
chance to inherit it? 

“He built his sanctuary like high palaces, like the earth 
which he hath established for ever” (Ps. 78: 69). Thank 
God, this beautiful earth is not to pass away but is estab- 
lished for ever! Jesus taught His disciples to pray, “Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heav- 
en” (Matt. 6:10). In a message from heaven He gave 
the song of the redeemed, “Thou hast made us unto our 
God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth” 
(Rev. 5:9, 10). But these promises are worth no more 
than scraps of paper if in the process of time the earth 
and everything upon it is destined to burst into flames 
and disintegrate like a huge atom bomb. 

“Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting 
salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world 
without end.” World without end! There shall be no end 
to the existence of the earth, “For thus saith the Lord 
that created the heavens; God himself that formed the 
earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not 
in vain, he formed it to be inhabited” (Isa. 45: 17, 18). 

It is God’s plan to fill the earth with His glory, but 
what is His glory? We will let the Almighty explain: “I 
bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far off, and 
my salvation shall not tarry: and I will place salvation in 
Zion for Israel my glory’ (Isa. 46: 13). “Israel” implies 
“the people of Israel . . . true Israelites, those distin- 
quished for piety and virtue, and worthy of the name; 


also a righteous little people.” These are the Israelites 
indeed, composed of both Jews and Gentiles, who are the 
“glory” of the Lord, and with whom He purposes to fill 
the earth. 

With the foregoing Scriptural evidence a convincing 
case is built up in favor of the earth abiding for ever and 
becoming a part of heaven; but what ground should we 
have for confidence if other statements from the Book 
flatly contradict this? 

We shall now show that the earth to pass away is not 
the same earth that is to abide forever. In Holy Writ the 
people of the earth are often referred to as the earth. 
For example, “the whole earth was of one language, and 
of one speech” (Gen. 11:1). In Isa. 1: 2 the prophet ad- 
dresses the rulers and the people of Israel, “Hear, O 
heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath 
spoken’; and verse 10 refers to them as “rulers of Sod- 
om,” and “people of Gomorrah.” It is the wicked people 
that are to pass away, and not the earth itself. 

Now let us see if Peter’s words in II Peter 3 agree 
with this statement. Verses 5 and 6 refer to the time of 
the Flood: “For this they willingly are ignorant of, that 
by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the 
earth standing out of the water and in the water: where- 
by the world that then was, being overflowed with water, 
perished.” The Flood was not universal, the earth stood 
in the water and out of the water, and the world that 
then was, that is, the ungodly people who were living at 
the time—and in that part of the earth that was inun- 
dated—perished. Now verses 7 and 10, the texts usually 
cited to uphold the belief that the earth is to be destroyed, 
when taken in proper relation to their context, show 
clearly it is the world of the ungodly: “But the heavens 
and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept 
in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment 
and perdition of ungodly men.” 

The fire of destruction will be directed against ungodly 
men, not the literal earth. If the earth referred to here 
were the physical earth, then it must be the physical 
heavens, also, and with both heaven and earth destroyed 
there would be no place remaining where either right- 
eous or wicked could abide. 

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night: in the which the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall 
be burned up.” This is qualified beyond doubt in Mal. 
4:1, “Behold, the day cometh that shall burn as an oven; 
and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be 
stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, 
saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither 
root nor branch.” It is the proud and those who do wick- 
edly that shall be destroyed. The fire here indicated is, 
as the definition of the word implies: “a symbol of de- 
struction whether of men or things, so that to be de- 
stroyed by war is said to be destroyed by fire; figuratively 
used of the judgments of God.” (Concluded on next page) 
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“Bring Me Yet a Vessel” 


8 Naeae- words, found in II Kings 4: 6, were uttered by 
a distressed and destitute widow of the son of a 
prophet of Israel. 

Upon the death of her husband she found herself con- 
fronted with the difficult and seemingly hopeless problem 
of paying off the creditors. Just today she had been noti- 
fied by one of them that if payment was not forthcoming 
immediately she would be forced to give him her sons 
to serve as bondsmen until the debt was paid. 

Looking around her home she reflected bitterly that 
she had nothing save a beggarly account of empty jars. 
Oh yes, one did have a few cupfuls of oil in it, but what 
did that amount to! In desperation she went in haste 
to the prophet Elisha’s abode, who, after hearing her tale 
of woe, instructed her to go home and get busy gathering 
all the empty jars she could find. She was then to shut 
herself and her sons in the house, take the oil she had left 
and with it fill as many jars as possible. She did as she 
was told and to her astonishment the oil kept on increas- 
ing until, when she called, “Bring me yet a vessel,” her 
sons were forced to reply, “There is not one left.” The 
widow hurried to tell the prophet of this turn of events 
and asked for further instructions, to which he replied, 
“Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy 
children of the rest.” 


Are we like this woman of Elisha’s day, hemmed in 
and seemingly almost overcome with difficulties and emer- 
gencies? Then, like her, let us seek by prayer and sup- 
plication a successful solution to all the vexing trials and 
tribulations that encompass us. Because like the widow, 
with God’s help, we do have the means within our reach 
to help relieve our needs. 

Before we will be impelled to seek God’s help we shall 
have to realize our emptiness, the extreme spiritual pov- 
erty we are in, and become genuinely concerned over the 
state of our spiritual welfare and eternal salvation. Not 
until we cry from the heart as did David, “Search me, O 
God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 
and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting,” will we, like Paul, be able to realize 
the extent of our poverty and say with him, “For I know 
that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing.” 

Our burden of sin must become so heavy that we will 
seek a way to relieve ourselves; we must have a longing 
desire to be helped. These tribulations and emergencies 
are but divinely provided vessels for the goodness of God 
to fill; they are but opportunities for receiving new bless- 
ings that we could not hope to get in any other way. 

These vessels of wrath, malice, bitterness, hate, in- 
sincerity, pride, coveteousness, how utterly empty they 
are of joy, quietness, forgiveness, love, contentment and 
longsuffering. Nothing but bondage, want and starvation 
face the spiritually lacking. 

Faith and righteousness bring with them great re- 
ward, as Jesus expressed it, “a hundredfold in this life.” 

Bring your vessels of need to God. Give Him a chance 
to work by ceasing from your own thoughts, desires and 
ways. Hold your vessels of need steadily before Him in 


faith and prayer, and the very trials that were threaten- 
ing to overcome you with discouragement and disaster 
will become God’s opportunity to show you His bounty, 
goodness and never-failing mercy. 

God keeps inviting and calling, “Bring me yet a vessel.” 
My goodness shall supply all your need, according to my 
riches in glory (Phil. 4:19). “Prove me now herewith, 

. if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10). What better source 
of supply could we have than God? It is our wonderful 
privilege to place all our needs over against His riches 
and then we will be caused to lose sight of the former in 
the presence of the latter. His exhaustless treasury is 
thrown open to us and we need never again have occasion 
to look upon a mortal stream or lean upon a creature prop 
for our needs, “for the blessing of the Lord it maketh 
rich and he addeth no sorrow with it” (Prov. 10: 22). 
But like the widow, we must run into, and stay in the 
house of the Lord. We must close the doors of our heart 
against worldly influences, for we cannot have these bless- 
ings while of the world (Isa. 26: 20; II Cor. 6:17, 18). 

Not only has God graciously promised us enough of 
this oil to fill our every vessel of need now and thus re- 
move our necks from sin’s galling bondage, but He has 
promised to give us the “oil of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.” He will 
at last make our hearts exceedingly glad by delivering us 
forever from mortality with all its trials and tribulations. 





EARTH’S DESTINY, (concluded) 


It is the proud and those who do wickedly that shall be 
eliminated; the wicked, incorrigible element who will not 
submit to Christ’s new order at His second coming that 
shall be destroyed when the present political heavens— 
man’s incompetent system of misrule—shall pass away 
with a great noise. Then we, according to His promise, 
shall have a “new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness” (II Pet. 3:13). 

“Righteousness” implies doing right, and doing either 
right or wrong presupposes the use of an intelligence 
with which to make this choice. The physical heaven and 
earth could not do this, as they do not possess these quali- 
ties. Christ and His saints, the new heavens, can and 
will possess the quality of doing right. And we learn from 
Isaiah 60:21 that the new earth, the people that will 
populate this planet during eternal years, shall also be 
“all righteous.” 

Today, one cannot predict what scientific devices will 
yet be developed. We see things today which a few short 
years ago were considered impossible. It is a clear in- 
dication that as long as man’s probation lasts he will 
advance in scientific knowledge and continually discover 
new ways of harnessing the forces of nature. Whatever 
good or ill will result remains to be seen, but believing 
the Word of God we do not fear that this planet shall be 
destroyed. Instead, we rely on the promises that it shall 
one day be filled with the glory of God. 
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Dearls 


5 i HE pear! is the only gem of great beauty and value 
that comes from the sea, and the only gem that is 
produced as a result of a living process. The formation of 
a pearl is a most interesting one. The foreign particle, 
either a grain of sand or a parasite or other organism 
which is the heart of the gem pearl, is washed by the 
sea into the oyster’s shell. Being unable to expel it, this 
small creature covers the offending particle with nacre, 
or mother-of-pearl. 

The production of nacre is a part of the continuous 
process by which the shell of the oyster is enlarged. As 
the shell grows, the irritant is covered layer by layer 
with a secretion of filmy beauty until it is an exquisite 
jewel which has become known as a pearl. 

The layers that form the pearl vary in thickness, but 
each is about equal to a thin sheet of paper. The most 
lustrous and costly are those whose layers of skin are 
the thinnest. 

There are found pearls of almost every imaginable 
color. The temperature, the mineral content of water, 
organic food supply, and the diseases with which it is 
afflicted are among the numerous factors that influence 
the color, size and shape of the gem. 

The pear] that is large, perfectly shaped, and without 
flaw is rare. The pearl, like all other sought-after gems, 
also has its substitutes. Cultured pearls, created by the 
hand of men with the help of the oyster, are produced 
by inserting into the body of the oyster a mother-of-pear] 
bead which becomes coated over with deposits of nacre in 
the process of the shell’s growth; to the naked eye the 
cultured pearl looks just as beautiful as the real, but 
these can easily be detected by the jeweler. When put 
over a strong light, the bead throws a shadow; it does 
not have that translucent beauty of the genuine. 

Then there is the cheapest imitation that is nothing 
more than a hollow shell covered with a coating or syn- 
thetic acid which brushes or peals off with a few hard 
rubs or dissolves in a little acid. Although the mock pear] 
may be attractive to the casual glance, it is easily de- 
tected by the keen observer. 

This loveliest of all gems, the pearl, is but the biog- 
raphy of a persistent annoyance. It is no wonder that 
God has likened the faithful to precious gems and pearls, 
for we know that at the secret center of the most radiant 
lives there was or is an irremovable irritation. 

As to the oyster the grain of sand or parasite is foreign 
to its nature so these constant irritations that daily beset 
are foreign to what we would naturally like. 

Each individual has his own personal irritants. None 
lives or grows without them. We may be forced to live 
with someone who is sensitive, irritable, selfish and 
sharp-tongued, but if we keep the reward in view we will 
let the irritations excrete a little patience or longsuffer- 
ing, thereby enlarging the soul. If our environment is 
rasping we must use it to sharpen our soul, not our 
tongue. Kindness in ourselves is the nacre that coats and 
blends the sting of unkindness in another. 


Our irritation may be that of living with someone who 
fails to share our religious interests with us. Here the 
words of a famous industrialist come to mind: “Every 
man needs an adversary. Friends want to flatter us when 
we need criticism; they agree with us when we ought to 
be opposed; they nurse our pride and often sympathize 
with us when we should have a sharp rebuke. They build 
up our virtues to the neglect of our faults. Not so our 
foes: their candor is a thing we do not like, but take 
heart. Unlike our seeming friends, they do not gloss over 
our failings but magnify the smallest of them. And be- 
cause we secretly know how right they often are, we find 
reason for not liking them. All which gives us a wonder- 
ful opportunity to see ourselves as we are seen by others, 
which is good for the soul. To put it another way: where 
our well-meaning friends soothe us, our detractors irri- 
tate us, stimulate us, put us on the alert and compel us to 
think and take stock. What everyone needs continually is 
self-examination.” To reach perfection we must be made 
sensible to our failings, either by admonition of friends, 
or the invectives of foes. 

Irritations are prods to perfection. Not the sand grain 
annoyance that is inserted in our lives, but what we do 
with it determines the result. We can decide whether it 
will make us better or bitter. Every disturbance can dis- 
turb us upward to a new largeness and beauty of soul. 
The way we react to these trifles will decide whether they 
are a groaning point or a growing point in our lives. 

The irritation that caused the pear!’s birth and growth 
will be covered with the nacre of forgiveness. The pear] 
continues to grow; it refuses to let its surroundings and 
circumstances hinder its development; so with the Chris- 
tian: he will maintain the glory and vigor of his spiritual 
life by keeping always under the influence of God’s Word. 

It takes time to form a character of enduring beauty 
and superior worth. We need not fee] smug and superior 
to others because we have a knowledge of God’s divine 
plan, for to have a knowledge and not make it a com- 
ponent part of our everyday living will bring condemna- 
tion, not commendation, from God. 

We may have an outward form of beauty at the be- 
ginning of our Christian experience, but the years with 
their irritations, trials, temptations and petty annoy- 
ances will reveal whether or not we are genuine. Time 
strengthens, mellows and deepens the beauty of the genu- 
ine, but weakens, fades and cheapens the imitation. How- 
ever, long years in and of themselves, do not fashion a 
perfect gem. All depends upon how we have reacted to 
life’s demands. It is and always has been “as @ man pur- 
poses and thinketh in his heart.” As long as one evil 
thought or desire, or a sin unconfessed and unrepented 
of, lingers—no matter how well hid from the eyes of man 
—there is a shadow of sin at the heart or secret center of 
our jewel which will mean that we will be rejected when 
we pass before the all-seeing eye of the Great Judge. 

Nothing but the most perfect gems and the purest 
metals, be it the pure gold for the temple, the precious 
stones for the walls of salvation, or the pearls for the 
gates of praise, nothing but the most perfect, purest, larg- 
est and best that have been taken from the heart of the 
earth or the depth of the sea of nations will be accepted. 

Let us all strive to be living gems, pearls to adorn the 
gates which shall stand open to welcome multitudes that 
will pass through to that great feast of immortality. 
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Musings of the Editor 


—_— is the word used to portray the sum of quali- 
ties that distinguish one person from another. When we 
say a certain person is of sterling character we visualize one 
who is courageous, honest, upright, etc. We feel he has 
reached a point where he is above reproach and we admire 
and praise such a one. But do we ever stop to think that the 
traits we regard with such admiration have been acquired 
only by years of struggle, perseverance and unswerving de- 
votion to the goal set? 

, The slothful, the unlearned and thought- 
Sterling less, seeing only the finished product and not 
Character the labor which brought the results, talk of 

luck, partiality and chance. Seeing one grow 
rich, they say, “How lucky he is!” Observing another grow in- 
tellectual, they exclaim, “How highly favored she is!” and 
noting the saintly character and wide influence of another, 
they remark, “How chance aids him at every turn!” They fail 
to appreciate the trials and failures and struggles which these 
men have voluntarily accepted in order to gain their objec- 
tive; they have no conception of the sacrifices made, suffer- 
ings endured, and of the retreats and advances encountered 
before the habit was cemented, the highest moments became 
permament, and the vision of the ideal became the actual 
character. 

The halfhearted soul chafes under discipline. Where faith 
is weak, the will is weak; no exertion is put forth to over- 
come the obstacles. The listless, apathetic person does not 
bring to his aid the vigorous determination, the resolute will 
that wins in spite of difficulties. He does not realize his vision 
because he is not willing to labor and sacrifice for it. By evad- 
ing, or shifting his duty to another, a golden opportunity to 
put a gilt edge on his character slips by. 

Every problem mastered, every obstacle overcome, every 
sacrifice made, no matter how trivial, lifts us higher, till, 
little by little, day by day, and year by year, we add the 
qualities to obtain sterling character. 

Let us ask, are we willing to transform the common, or- 
dinary routine of living into a vibrant, glorious character? 
into courage, patience, honesty, kindliness? No experience 
should be considered wasted; there can be significance in 
every happening. We do not stand still, we either go for- 
ward or backward, so let us lend all our powers to the task 
of becoming a person of sterling character—looking at the 
things that will build the new man, exercising our will to 
make ourselves into the person we long to be, laboring with 
our dispositions, continually bettering our best. 

Mortal progress has its zenith and consummation in per- 
fection of character, which grants admission to the world to 
come, where immortal progress will be everlasting as we ad- 
vance “from strength to strength” and “from glory to glory.” 





Make not a man your measuring rod 

If you would span the way to God; 

Heed not our petty “worse” or “less.” 

But fix your eyes on perfectness; 

Make for the loftiest point in view, 

And draw your friends along with you. 
—Selected. 


SELF-DISCIPLINE 


N THINGS temporal and things eternal there is but one 

channel to success and that is through discipline. 
There is, however, a vast difference between having dis- 
cipline imposed upon us and in being a self-disciplinarian. 

Children are subject to the restrictions imposed by 
their parents. As soon as we reach maturity, parental 
domination ceases and we are on our own. We are now 
under the law, “Choose you this day whom ye will serve.” 
The natural tendency is to take the path of least resist- 
ance, to become a slave to our stronger desires. But more 
wise, more honorable, is the youth who chooses to dis- 
cipline himself and pledges his life for the Lord’s eternal 
use. He subdues at every turn the inward inclinations, 
and resists the instinctive impulses. 

Self-discipline is courage in another form. It is at the 
backbone of all virtue. 

In the Bible, praise is not given to the strong man who 
“taketh a city,” but to the stronger man who “ruleth 
his own spirit.”” The stronger man is he who, by disci- 
pline, exercises a constant control over his thoughts, his 
speech, and his acts. Nine-tenths of the vicious desires 
that degrade the character, and which, when indulged, 
swell into misdeeds that disgrace it, would shrink into 
insignificance before the advance of strict self-discipline 
and self-control. By the watchful exercise of these vir- 
tues, every weakness can be brought into subjection. 

Discipline is often a painful and exacting process, but 
its afterfruits are very rewarding, as Paul writes in Heb. 
12:11, “Discipline always seems for the time to be:a 
thing of pain, not of joy; but those who are trained by it 
reap the fruit of it afterwards in the peace of an upright 
life.” 


The thoughts are perhaps the most difficult to govern, 


| but in all cases when the power of the will is exercised 


the mind can be directed toward thoughts which will ele- 
vate. Much thought can be spent on the glories of the fu- 
ture and the work necessary to obtain them. By day, 
when performing duties which do not necessitate the use 
of the mind, and by night, when sleep is unwilling to 
close the eyelids, the mind can be put to constructive and 
holy thought. In walking abroad, or in resting at home, 
the mind cannot be vacant; its thoughts may be useful, 
useless, or pernicious to purity of character, By direct- 
ing them aright, the habit of pure thoughts can be de- 
veloped like any other habit. 

Then there are the actions which must be governed. In 
order to control the actions one must have power over 
himself. He must be temperate in diet, and a severe gov- 
ernor over all his passions and affections; even in his 
most secret chamber will he practice the art of self-dis- 
cipline. It is most gratifying to see one, especially in 
youth, who, though unaware of anyone’s presence, con- 
ducts himself in a manner pleasing to the Lord, never 
allowing in himself anything which the Almighty or His 
servants on earth would disapprove. 

As we go on from day to day, let us be mindful that the 
discipline which we are daily exercising may be playing 
a great part in the lives of those nearest to us. May it be 
our happy lot to hear one say some blissful future day, 
“Because of your noble example, I have entered this beau- 
tiful land.” 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there 
is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth” (Proverbs 26: 20). 


These words were written many centuries ago by a 
very wise man, King Solomon. Many of us have had good 
or bad experiences with fire. At times after building what 
we thought was a good fire, and leaving it for a short 
time, we have returned to find the fire out, due to lack 
of fuel. At other times we have added fuel to a fire, mak- 
ing ourselves uncomfortably warm. We should have let 
it die out. In actual life these are only minor inconven- 
iences and as a rule can be easily rectified. But in our 
daily Christian living the task of being a discriminate 
fireman is not so simple. 

In the situation described in King Solomon’s proverb it 
is very important that no fuel be added to the fire. If 
what we might say would only prolong the strife, or make 
a bad matter worse, it would be contrary to our high call- 
ing to say it. If, however, we could speak the gentle word 
which would turn away wrath, we would be equally guilty 
if we refrained. An experienced fireman knows when 
fuel should be added and when it should not. 

It would be helpful here to mention a few of the in- 
stances where no wood should be added to the fire. We 
have just mentioned wrath. It is so natural, if we see 
someone stirred up, to add ever so little to the fire. It is 
at such a time that we can demonstrate whether we are a 
judicious fireman or an indiscriminate stoker. According 
to another proverb of King Solomon, “Scornful men bring 
a city into a snare: but wise men turn away wrath” 
(Prov. 29:8). 

An all too familiar instance where we are likely al- 
most unknowingly to add fuel to the fire is in gossiping 
or talebearing. Who is there that can say he is entirely 
innocent? Gossip has been well defined as, putting two 
and two together and making it five. Over the ages many 
innocent men have lost their lives because of a false tale 
told about them. We are all familiar with the story of 
Naboth, whose vineyard King Ahab wanted to add to his 
estate (I Kings 21), and who was stoned to death be- 
cause of false witnesses hired by Jezebel. While no one 
professing to keep God’s law would ever go that far, it 
behooves us to be extremely careful that not the slightest 
fuel is added to the fire of gossip. George Eliot once said, 
“A cruel story runs on wheels and every hand oils the 
wheels as they run.” We all know from our own experi- 
ence how true that saying is. A story may be almost un- 
recognizable after being repeated a few times. 

Another form of evil related to gossip, while much 
more subtle, yet equally dangerous before God, is flattery. 
Someone once said: “Of all wild beasts, preserve me 
from a tyrant; and of all tame, from a flatterer.” We 
cannot always prevent someone flattering us, yet we need 
not be flattered. But there is a worse form of flattery 
which we can and must prevent—flattering ourselves. 
The Psalmist said of the wicked man: “For he flattereth 
himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found to be 


hateful” (36:2). May we never be guilty of adding fuel 
to this fire. There are many other situations we might 
mention when a good fireman will refrain from adding 
wood to the fire, but this meditation was not intended to 
be all negative. 

There is another fire which must constantly have fuel 
added to it, one which must vot be allowed to go out. That 
is the fire of zeal in the cause of the Eternal. The five 
foolish virgins in Jesus’ parable found themselves short 
of fuel without the necessary time to replenish it—a fatal 
mistake. But the five wise virgins had a plentiful supply 
of fuel and they kept the fire burning brightly, proving 
their superiority as firemen, or light tenders. 

Sometimes it seems as though our fire of enthusiasm 
burns quite low, the wood just about gone. At such times 
let us be quick to replenish our fuel supply. Remember, 
there is no shortage of fuel at the Supply House! Emerson 
said: “Nothing great was ever accomplished without en- 
thusiasm.” We can be profitably busy continually refuel- 
ing one another’s enthusiasm in flinging aside the close, 
closer and closest clinging weights of our besetting 
sins. So here is a fire which will take all the fuel we 
can obtain. We should follow the example of a famous 
fireman of the past, the apostle Paul. He never allowed 
his fuel to become depleted but always had it ready for in- 
stant use. “I press toward the mark”; “so fight I’’; “stand 
fast therefore” ; “quench not the spirit”; “thou therefore, 
my son, be strong.” These phrases show Paul’s great en- 
thusiasm for the work of the Lord, so that in the end he 
could say, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, [ have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me 
only, but unto all them also that love his appearing” 
(II Tim. 4: 7, 8). 

One important time when fuel must be added to the fire 
(even though doing so may burn the fingers of the “old 
man,” self) is when we, individually, are reproved. This 
is the true test of a fireman, or as the book of Proverbs 
would describe it, a “wise man.” “Reprove not a scorner, 
lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love 
thee” (Prov. 9:8). In this case the fuel we add to the fire 
will only burn away the dross, leaving the pure gold for 
the Master’s use. 

Another fire to which we frequently neglect to add the 
necessary fuel is the fire of joy. Did you ever stop to 
think how many times the words “joy” or “joyful” are 
used in the Bible? “Great joy,” “exceeding joy,” “joy un- 
speakable and full of glory”; “I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lord; my soul shall be joyful in my God”; “The sons of 
God shouted for joy.” “Joyful” is defined as “full of joy, 
showing joy, causing joy.” In order to impart joy to some- 
one else we must be full of joy ourselves. 

How often we have prayed to God to forgive our sins 
without ever asking Him to forgive our sadness, even 
after He has already done so much to make us happy and 
promises such unspeakable joys in the future. Doubtless 
we could interest more people in the true way of salva- 
tion if we added more fue] to our fire of joy. Let us not 
neglect this fire, for it will not only increase our happi- 
ness in this life and our usefulness in the Christian way 
of life, but will materially increase our chances of ob- 
taining joy and gladness in the age to come, when sorrow 
and sighing shall forever flee away. 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Did God create Adam and Eve in spirit form first, and then 
later change their bodies? A Latter Day Saints’ minister 
pointed this out to me, and said we were all spirits before 
we were born. 

Various religious groups today maintain this theory 
which is known as reincarnation, metempsychosis, or 
transmigration of the soul, which is, in simple terms, the 
belief that souls of the dead return to earth in another 
form or body. The theory has no Scriptural backing what- 
ever, but finds its origin in pagan religions. For example: 
Fundamental in the doctrine of the Buddhists is the belief 
in the return of the soul in other forms of life. Evildoers 
return as animals or unfortunate humans; good men re- 
turn in progressively higher stages until they attain 
Nirvana (heaven). This same belief is prominent in 
Hinduism, also in Lamaism (the religion of Tibet). 

The Scriptural teaching is simple, direct, logical: Only 
one life, only one day of salvation, only one opportunity 
to prepare for eternity—and that is now (II Cor. 6: 2). 
If man rejects God during his day of salvation, he for- 
feits all hope of eternal life. In the words of Holy Writ, 
“Every soul that will not hear . . . shall be destroyed” 
(Acts 3: 23). No survival of the soul, or chance of rein- 
carnation here! 

Adam and Eve were the first members of the human 
family to be called into God’s vineyard to work for eter- 
nal life. By their actions, both good and bad, they became 
symbolic or representative of the two classes into which 
God’s servants place themselves by their conduct—faith- 
ful and unfaithful. 

Perhaps the theory of Adam and Eve’s original spirit 
form comes from a misconception of Gen. 2: 7. Rightly 
understood, that text refers to the reward of immortal 
life to be given to the faithful Adam (not the individual 
man, but a class) at the end of the day of salvation. Then 
the Lord breathes into man’s nostrils the breath of life 
eternal, and this faithful man shall live forever. 


Please give me some points on how to bring one’s temper 
under complete control. 


One way is to practice patience in the little, petty, 
hourly annoyances of life. This will help to develop the 
patience needed when our temper would flare. Tolerance 
and patience, then, become weapons in our hands against 
a powerful enemy. 

Another way is to avoid as much as possible the cir- 
cumstances that excite temper. “By avoiding temptation, 
we rule and govern self” said the late Rev. M. Hembree. 

Then lastly, remember, though anger may enter the 
heart of the wise, it rests only in “the bosom of fools’! 
The wise dispel it with the word of life. See Luke 21: 19. 


What does the word “millennium” signify? 

It is a period of a thousand years. In Biblical and theo- 
logical usage it is the thousand years when Christ will 
reign on earth (Rev. 20: 1—5), during which time the 
“devil”—sin and all sinners—will be bound, and peace, 
joy, prosperity and righteousness will be enjoyed fully. 
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What is the grace of God that saves? 


It is the Word of God, the Gospel or truth that teaches 
us how to live. The grace is that which builds us up and 
sanctifies, teaching us to deny ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world (Acts 20: 32; Titus 2: 11, 12). We are told 
in Titus that the grace brings salvation, and in I Cor. 
15: 1, 2 that the gospel does the same—showing they are 
synonymous terms. 


Does confession to a priest really bring forgiveness of sins? 


No. If we sin against our brother we must confess our 
wrong to him and ask his forgiveness (see Matt. 5: 23 
—25). If we sin against God, whether in deed or thought, 
we must confess to God and by all means strive to for- 
sake our besetment. Then God will hear and forgive 
(Prov. 28:13). Of course, when one has done wrong and 
knows not the course to take to correct his fault, it is well 
to consult someone who is more experienced in the way of 
life. But the idea of confessing to a priest and paying 
him a price, then returning to one’s old sins is neither 
Scriptural nor sensible. 


Is it possible for a man who cares more for the things of 
the world than for the things of God to please God? 

No. He must make a complete change. “Without faith it 
is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him” (Heb. 11:6). And living faith 
is working faith (James 2:17). Jesus said, “But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). 
Paul said that he counted all gain of the world as “veriest 
refuse” for the priceless privilege of knowing Christ. Let 
us copy him as he copied Christ. 


Is natural death the wages of sin? 

No. We read in Rom. 6: 23, “The wages of sin is 
death,” but this is penal death. All men, sinners and 
saints alike, die the natural death. In our mortal condi- 
tion there is no way to escape decay and death. But penal 
death comes because of sin. It is the punishment which 
comes after Judgment. When Christ, the chief Shepherd, 
at His coming, divides th2 sheep from the goats, the 
saints from the sinners (Matt. 25:31—46), then the 
saints will be granted life, their corruptible bodies 
changed to incorruption (Phil. 3: 21; I Cor. 15: 53—55), 
but the sinners will receive their wages—death. 


Is the Almighty God really coming to earth as Titus 2: 13 
reads? 

Moffatt’s translation gives a better rendering of this 
passage of Scripture “awaiting the ... appearing of the 
Glory of the great God.” Not that the great eternal God 
will appear but His glory will be manifested through 
Jesus and the saints. One of the earliest promises to 
humanity was that the earth would be filled with the 
glory of the Lord (Num. 14: 21). Christ was glorified in 
the presence of the Father and His faithful followers will 
be glorified at His coming (Col. 3:4). Then His glory 
will be seen on earth. 


Please explain Luke 7: 28. 

Jesus was teaching that the least one in the Kingdom 
shall be greater than the greatest of earth now because 
the least in that blest abode shall enjoy immortality— 
endless, blissful life (Luke 20:35, 36), which none can 
attain now. 
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A traveler through a dusty road strewed acorns on the lea; 

And one took root and sprouted up, and grew into a tree. 

Age sought its shade, at eventide, to breathe to God his vows; 
Here youth was pleased, in heat of noon, to bask beneath it boughs; 
The dormouse loved its dangling twigs, the birds sweet music bore; 


Si ] all It stood a glory in its place, a blessing evermore. 


A little spring had lost its way amid the grass and fern, 

A passing stranger scooped a well where weary men might turn; 
He walled it in, and hung with care a ladle at the brink: 

He thought not of the deed he did, but judged that toil might drink. 
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Had cooled ten thousand parching tongues, and saved a life beside. 


A muser dropped a random thought; ’twas old, and yet ’twas new; 
A simple fancy of the brain, but strong in being true. 

It shone upon a genial mind, and lo! its light became 

A lamp of life, a beacon ray, a monitory flame. 

The thought was small; its issue great; a watchfire on the hill, 

It shed its radiance far adown, and cheers the valley still! 


A man unknown, amid the crowd that thronged the daily mart, 
Let fall a word of Hope and Love, unsullied, from the heart; 
A whisper on the tumult thrown—a transitory breath— 

It raised a brother from the dust; it saved a soul from death. 
O germ! O fount! O word of love! O thought so wisely cast! 


Ye were but little at the first, but mighty at the last! 
; —Sel. and alt. 





A little more patience, 


a little more charity for all, 





a little more devotion, 
a little more love; 
with less bowing down to the past, 
and a silent ignoring of pretended authority; 
brave looking forward to the future 
with more faith in our fellows, 
and the race will be ripe for 
a great burst of light and life. 
—Selected. 
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